
   

   

  

 

The Shepherd’s Voice – May 2026  
 

Is God Punishing You? 

I was asked to write an article on this subject for the August Forward in Christ, so I thought I’d feed two birds 

with one scone by making this also the subject of my newsletter article. (By the way, I can’t take credit for that 

idiom. It’s compliments of Google AI as I was looking for a more gospel-sounding figure of speech.) 

It can feel like we are being punished in life. We know that Jesus took away our eternal punishment by his cross. 

But we might still think that we face occasional earthly punishments from God. That God is angry with us and 

that he makes us suffer as a kind of sentence we must work off. 

No, that is not true. Romans 8:1 makes this clear: “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.” The word “condemnation “ in that verse can also mean “penalty” or “punishment”. Here is the point: no 

bad thing you ever suffer comes to you as a penalty from an angry God. Jesus was already punished in our 

place on the cross. God’s wrath against all your sin was fully satisfied in the crucified Christ. God has no anger 

left for you. Instead, he abounds in love, faithfulness and forgiveness toward you, his adopted child by baptism.  

By God’s grace, our whole earthly life has been taken out of the ominous courtroom setting and has been placed 

into the loving household setting. Everything you experience every day, good and bad, is loving treatment from 

your perfect Father, bestowed on you, his beloved child.   

Yes, the Lutheran Confessions—namely the Formula of Concord—speaks of God bringing earthly punishments 

upon our old, sinful nature. Jesus refers to this in John 15:1-2: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 

be even more fruitful.” Through our sufferings, our Father/Gardener is cutting back our dead ways. He doesn’t 

use our sufferings, though, to increase our fruitfulness. The improvement of our new self comes through the 

gospel, not the law.    

Here’s an example. Say you go to a Milwaukee Brewers or Minnesota Twins game. You knowingly avoid paying 

for parking, as the parking attendant was distracted. You knew it was wrong but you did it anyways. On your 

drive home after the game, you get a flat tire. Was God punishing you for what you did through the flat tire? We 

can’t attribute motives to everything God allows in daily life, where he hasn’t specifically explained it in Scripture. 

But it would be fair to say that through the flat tire, God was punishing your flesh. That is, he was pruning/cutting 

off the dead branches of your dishonesty. In the big picture, this was not punishment. It was loving discipline 

from your heavenly Father. Through the pain of the flat tire, God led you to reflect on your dishonesty with the 

parking incident, repent of it, and seek refuge in Jesus, and his forgiveness of you by his blood. Knowing that 

you are God’s beloved child in Christ, you now strive to live a more honest life to his glory.  

That is one example of how our sufferings are not punishments from an angry God. They are loving acts of 

discipline from our perfect Father. Our wise, considerate God does this for us every day, through our hardships 

and through his correcting, comforting Word.  

Pastor Gregory Pope 

1500 Sand Lake Road | Holmen, WI  54636 | 608-526-4829 | gsholmen.org 
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3K and 4K Half-Day Classroom News from Mrs. Lisa Carlson  

Mrs. Carlson’s Preschool News:  For our last field trip we are going on the La Crosse Queen Riverboat. The 

children and parents are very excited. 

Then on May 12th, 13th, 14th we will have our end of the year concerts “Sailing into Summer”. The concerts will 

all be at 6:30. The children and their families will enjoy ice cream sundaes. Thank you to Denise and Gary Priem 

and Maria Kinder at Kwik Trip for donating the ice cream and the preschool families donated the toppings. 

Our preschool year will end on May 21st and 22nd. We will end with a ocean themed carnival. Then it will be on 

to cleaning up the room and planning for the next school year 😊. 

 

News From Mrs. Sime's Class 

We kicked off the month in such a special way with our final field trip on the LaCrosse Queen alongside Mrs. 

Carlson’s class—it was a fantastic experience for everyone! It tied in perfectly with our current ocean and beach 

unit, and the students had so much fun making those connections and enjoying Mrs. Heathers awesome picture 

find.   

As we near the end of the school year, we are still working hard each day. We are continuing to build our skills 

in addition and subtraction, beginning to practice writing our last names, and growing in our understanding of 

how Jesus is present in our everyday lives.  

This year has gone by so quickly, and I am truly cherishing these last few weeks with these children. It has been 

such a joy to watch them learn and grow! 

Preschool News from Tammy Melott, Early Childhood Coordinator / Preschool Director 
It's hard to believe we are in the final weeks of preschool already! The teachers are working on the end-of-

the-year program with the children. They are learning Bible songs and ocean songs for their program. We 

should have some very enjoyable concerts to which you are invited. They will take place on May 12th, 13th, 

and 14th at 6:30pm. Afterwards you are welcome to join us for ice cream sundaes and fellowship.  

May 4-8 is teacher appreciation week. Our teachers, Mrs. Carlson and Mrs. Sime, and our assistant Heather 

McCarty, work very long hours during the year to put out the best quality Christian preschool possible. I am 

truly grateful that God has blessed our preschool and our church through these good and faithful servants. 

Their time and effort do not go unnoticed, and on behalf of Good Shepherd Lutheran I would like to thank 

them for everything they continue to do to bless our preschool and the families that God brings to us. Well 

done, good and faithful servants! 

The Sunday School program for this year will be wrapping up on Sunday, May 17th. The children will be 

singing in church that morning. After the service, they will be enjoying some activities to wrap up the year 

together. Thank you again to all the teachers that have dedicated their time and talents to this important 

program. It is greatly appreciated! 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School! The theme this year is Rainforest Falls Exploring the Nature 

of God. It will take place July 27th-30th. The time is 5:30pm-7:30pm. We wrap it up with an ice cream social 

and a bounce house the last night. Sign up will be open mid-May. Watch the weekly voice and the church 

screen for more information as it becomes available. It's not too early to start thinking about volunteering as 

well. Our VBS is averaging 70 plus children, so many hands are needed for this to be successful. Volunteers 

can be anyone 6th grade on up. We look forward to another great VBS week! 

. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

For the Spring Vision Together Meeting and for the Voters' Meeting which will take place on May 17th and June 

7th. If any questions, please contact Church President Jacob Werre at jacobj_4@hotmail.com.    
 

Yes, You: An Evangelism Model For Anyone, Anywhere 

The Evangelism Ministry Team will be holding an annual training session June 6th from 9:00am to Noon with, 

Aaron Wakeman, Executive Director of Friends Network. 

In this interactive training session, Aaron will share the evangelism model that he has used to train hundreds of 

evangelists - average lay people like you and me. He will offer encouragement and practical tools to help us 

remove the stigma, guilt, and fear around the topic of evangelism. And by God’s grace, you will leave the session 

ready to be good news tellers in your lives and communities. 
 

Lutheran Military Support Group Ammo Can Campaign 

Each May and November, Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) seeks donations in support of our military 

men, women, and families. LMSG, a partnership of ELS and WELS Veterans, is working to grow awareness of 

and bring Christian support to our Christian Warriors and their families in our congregations. By placing your gift 

in the Ammo Can located in the church entryway, you are supporting the spiritual and mental health of our 

Christian Warriors through programs like our retreats and workshops, educational support for pastors serving 

military families, Veterans pursuing a second career in public ministry, and more. Visit www.lutheranmilitary.org 

for more information. Thank you for standing Shoulder to Shoulder in Service with those who serve our Nation! 
 

Scrip Announcement 

Do you buy gas at Kwik Trip, groceries at Woodmans, or go out to eat at Culvers? Consider buying scrip and 

supporting Good Shepherd. Scrip is an easy way to support Good Shepherd- you purchase the gift cards and 

Good Shepherd gets a percentage of profits. We carry on hand gift cards to many area businesses, but there 

are many more gift cards available to order or to purchase electronically. Check out the back table in the narthex 

where you will find a list of retailers that participate in the scrip program. New to the scrip program or have any 

questions contact Rachel Sting (605-212-2671, rmh804@hotmail.com) or ask anyone who sells scrip weekly 

after Sunday services.  

 

First Light Director Opportunity  

First Lutheran Church in La Crosse, WI is hiring an individual to serve as director of the First Light Early Learning 

Center. We are looking for a WELS member with strong Christian values and excellent servant leadership 

abilities. This person must excel at relationship building and will serve as the primary operational decision maker 

for First Light Early Learning Center. 

 

Interested individuals should contact Church President Dave Schroeder (daschroeder@acegroup.cc; 231-735-

6945) or Early Learning Center Committee Chairman Jonathan Niemi (jonathanniemi@gmail.com; 605-868-

1107) for more information. Applications and position descriptions are available in the school office or by 

contacting office@firstlacrosse.org. Applications and resumes must be returned by Mon, May 4th.  

 

Adopt-a-Highway Clean Up  

Spring is in the air which means it is time for our first highway clean-up of the year. We're looking for up to twelve 

people to participate in the clean-up on Sunday, May 31 after church. We will be serving pizza for volunteers 

before heading out to clean. Our adopted highway is a one-mile stretch of Highway 53 between Old Highway 93 

and Amsterdam Prairie Road. Volunteers are encouraged to wear gloves and bright-colored clothing. A limited 

number of safety vests are available. If interested in participating, please sign up on the sheet located in the back 

of the church. Please contact Erik Sjolander with any questions.  

 

mailto:jacobj_4@hotmail.com
http://www.lutheranmilitary.org/
mailto:rmh804@hotmail.com
mailto:daschroeder@acegroup.cc
mailto:jonathanniemi@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstlacrosse.org
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If your birthday isn’t mentioned and you would like it to be or your birthday is incorrect, please let the church 

office know, office@gsholmen.org.  

 

Please note that the church calendar is subject to change. For the most up-to-date calendar, please check our 

church website as the calendar changes often. www.gsholmen.org. 

 

Prayers for MLC Assignment Committee & Graduates 

At our recent special voters' meeting, we voted to see if we can receive an assignment from Martin Luther College 

(MLC) to fill the staff minister position that is now possible due to our Mission Enhancement Status. Please keep 

the MLC Assignment Committee in your prayers as they consider this request as well as our congregation and 

the graduates themselves. If you have any questions, please reach out to church president, Jacob Werre at 

jacobj_4@hotmail.com or 608-606-4426. 

 

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

Shaw McCoy 6/1 

Calysta Bautch 6/2 

Lynne Proksch 6/2 

Kitzi Sobkowiak 6/6 

Gary Priem 6/7 

Sam Brinks 6/8 

Hannah Lipps 6/9 

Sheridan Tenney 6/9 

Desmond Wehrs 6/11 

Jason Boisen 6/13 

Heather Karow 6/14 

Maddie Rockwell 6/14 

Rochelle Gamoke 6/19 

Nicole Ross 6/22 

Ayden Adamson 6/23 

Kent Stephan 6/23 

James Gerke 6/25 

Emily King 6/25 

Lucas Porath 6/25 

Hertz Skaer 6/26 

Mark Helmreich 6/28 

Marvin Rockwell 6/28 

Kim Beckendorf 6/29 

Brooks Boisen 6/30 

Gene McCurdy 6/30 

Kylee Schams 6/30 

 

 

May Birthdays 

Stacey Gartner 5/1 

Julie Menden 5/1 

Aliyah Adamson 5/5 

Carter Kendhammer 5/5 

Melissa Fixmer 5/7 

Emma Larson 5/11 

Jacob Evenson 5/12 

Alicia Gartner 5/12 

Carl Gerke 5/12 

Jim Rupprecht 5/12 

Levi Larson 5/16 

Jacob Werre 5/18 

Noah Carlson 5/21 

Jonas Finn 5/22 

Kathy Jorstad 5/23 

Drake Schams 5/23 

Brent Zank 5/23 

Chad Klein 5/24 

Lisa Newman 5/25 

Amy Olson 5/26 

Karsen Sjolander 5/28 

Zachary Babe 5/31 

Joe Radsek 5/31 

 

 

mailto:office@gsholmen.org
http://www.gsholmen.org/
mailto:jacobj_4@hotmail.com
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Summer Concert Invite 

Faith Lutheran Church of Black River Falls and Cataract, Wisconsin would like to invite you to a Christian concert 

by WELS Christian musician – Mike Westendorf. This will be a part of Black River Falls' concerts in the park 

series at the Lunda Community Park (1400 Tyler St, Black River Falls, WI 54615).  

  

It is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, at 7 pm. There is no cost. With 15 years of radio broadcast experience, 13 

years of worship leading and 15 years as a national recording and touring artist, God has blessed Mike with an 

exceptional ability to connect, encourage and motivate people of all ages. Check him out at his website – 

mikewestendorf.com – and then join us at Lunda Park on Tuesday, June 9 at 7 p.m. For more information on 

the concert, go to faithwels.com and click on the events page.   

  

In addition to sponsoring the band, Faith will provide free popcorn and lemonade. Bring a chair or blanket to sit 

on. In case of stormy weather tune to WWIS Radio (99.7) to hear if the concert will be moved to the church 

building. 

 

GOOD STEWARD REPORT – SPRING 2026 

 

A GOOD BEGINNING 

By God’s grace Good Steward has made a good beginning in this new year. Our receipts for January were 

$86,651; for February $85,180. The total of $171,831 is $23,000 ahead of last year. We are on track to have 

sales of more than a million dollars this year. The result is that we will be able to provide more help for Luther 

High School, area Lutheran elementary schools and a variety of charitable organizations. We thank God for His 

incredible blessings. 

 

GOOD PEOPLE 

God has blessed Good Steward with many wonderful volunteers. At the present time the number is 182. On a 

typical day in February, we had an average of thirty-five volunteer workers in our store. These volunteers worked 

an average of 134 hours each day. We thank God for all of them. And we are always glad to have more 

volunteers. If you are interested, talk to someone who works there or contact our Store Manager, Jeff Essig (608-

779-9763). 

 

A GOOD OPPORTUNITY 

In addition to our wonderful volunteers, we also have some paid employees at Good Steward. We call them 

Store Coordinators because they coordinate the work so that everything goes smoothly and efficiently. At this 

time, we would like to hire another Store Coordinator. It is a part-time position for about 15-20 hours per week.  

If you are interested or would like more information, please contact our Manager, Mr. Jeff Essig. 

 

GRANT PROGRAM 

One of the ways in which Good Steward supports Christian education is thru our Grant Program. Volunteers who 

work at Good Steward are given the opportunity to nominate students at Luther or a Lutheran elementary school 

for a grant to help with tuition. This year the grants are $1200 for the first child in a family at Luther and $900 for 

other children in a family. For students in elementary school, grants are $500. To qualify for nominating one or 

more students, the volunteer needs to work a minimum number of hours per year. Information about qualifying 

and a nomination form will be mailed out to all who have registered. Anyone who does not receive this information 

or has questions should contact our Store Manager or Pastor Sachs (608-784-5035). The deadline for submitting 

a nomination form is May 31.The grants will be awarded in mid-June.  

 

 

http://mikewestendorf.com/
http://faithwels.com/
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Camp Croix Announcements 

Spring Cleanup Day - May 9: Help us get camp ready for the season! Work starts at 9pm and lunch is provided 

at 1pm, come whenever you can! Stay a night or two for free as a thank you and see the progress on our new 

Ministry Center. We need your help! RSVP: campcroix.org/cleanup  

 

Light of the World College Retreat - May 29-31: For ages 18-26, even if you aren't enrolled in college. Join 

Pastor Brad Snyder for "Though he slay me, I will hope in Him," a study on the book of Job and finding hope. 

Enjoy a weekend of worship, reflection, and fellowship. Register: campcroix.org/college-retreat  

 

Youth Bible Camp - June-August: For students entering grades 4-9 next year. Campers enjoy a week of nature 

and faith, unplugged from technology. Sessions run June 21-August 8. Spots are filling fast, so register soon to 

secure a week! Sign up: campcroix.org/youth-bible-camp   

 

Teaching Ministry Anniversary 

On Sunday, May 17 Mt. Calvary will recognize the 40th anniversary in the teaching ministry of our principal, Mr. 

Jon Biedenbender. Following our 9:00 a.m. church service a short program will begin at 10:30 in the school 

gymnasium with a picnic lunch to follow. Please R.S.V.P. to Sue at  608-799-3512 or email 

mcgkitchen@mcglutheran.org by May 10. Cards and well wishes may be sent to Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 

1602 Park Ave. La Crosse, WI 54601. 

 

Groundskeeping Crewmember 

Luther High School is looking for a Groundskeeping Crewmember for the summer.  Responsibilities are assisting 

the Maintenance Custodian in general maintenance and repair of buildings, grounds and equipment.  Secondary 

duties include assisting in athletic field preparations as required. 

 

Updated Housebound Members  

Chris Helmreich Onalaska 

Dolores Yanzer Holmen 

Bev Olson West Salem 

Doris Mueller Onalaska 

Rick Brandau Holmen 

Kim Olson La Crosse 

Phyllis Asmus Holmen 

Betty Helmreich Onalaska 

Mary Rockwell Onalaska 

John Sattler Onalaska 

Dave Sobkowiak Onalaska 

Sig  Howard Caretta Senior Living, Holmen 

Garnett Beckumm Caretta Senior Living, Holmen  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mcgkitchen@mcglutheran.org
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Spotlight on Good Shepherd Ev. Lutheran Church’s Funds 

 

 BENEVOLENCE FUND: 

Benevolence is the disposition to do good; characterized by kindness, generosity and 

compassion. Our Benevolence Fund was created to reflect Christ’s call to love and serve by 

providing basic necessities of life to needy individuals or families. 

  This past year we were able to help four families with discrete unique circumstances,  

  assisting with medical care, rent, food and gas expenses. 

  By your goodwill and generosity our fund has been building, our current balance is at   

  $1,925 to date. 

 

 YOUTH MINISTRY FUND: 

  Fund developed to support our Youth Group (6th grade to 12th grade) ministries, camps   

  and activities.  

  After a successful bake sale, Lenten dinner and generous donations added to our   

  previous fund balance, we are very close to covering the registration fees for five    

  members of our youth group plus two youth leaders. 

Previous balance of $1,084, plus the bake sale, dinner and donations of $1,252 and after paying 

the $2,700 registration fee it leaves the fund balance at a negative -$364  

 

Direct your donations via online/mobile through VancoFaith app on Apple or Android devices or at visiting 

www.gsholmen.org with credit/debit cards or bank transfer (ACH). 

Physical cash/checks through Sunday/Monday service offerings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gsholmen.org/
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Ushers, Greeters, Counters and Cleaners 

May Schedule 
  Sunday, May 3rd  Week of May 3rd to May 9th 

9:00am Ushers  Greeters  Counters & Cleaners 

Jim Rupprecht Sheryl Rupprecht Counters: Cleaners:  

Aaron Larson  Chad & Whitney Wacker Aaron & Sarah Larson Sanctuary 

Sunday, May 10th Week of May 10th to May 16th 

9:00am Ushers  Greeters  Counters & Cleaners 

Dan Peterson Julie Peterson Counters: Cleaners:  

John McDonald Sylvia McDonald Mark Bateman Bateman Sanctuary 

  Howard Burmester   

Sunday, May 17th Week of May 17th to May 23rd 

9:00am Ushers  Greeters  Counters & Cleaners 

Tim Beckendorf Kim Beckendorf Counters: Cleaners:  

Mike Melott Tammy Melott Sylvia McDonald Melott Sanctuary 

  Jacquelyn Kinsey   

Sunday, May 24th Week of May 24th to May 30th 

9:00am Ushers  Greeters  Counters & Cleaners 

Erik Sjolander Amy Sjolander Counters: Cleaners:  

Karsen/Dawson  Dave Karbula Sjolander Sanctuary 

  Erik Sjolander   

Sunday, May 31st Week of May 31st to June 6th 

9:00am Ushers  Greeters  Counters & Cleaners 

Mark Ross Nicole Ross Counters: Cleaners:  

Mark Bateman  Cassie Huiss Werre Sanctuary 

  Amy Sjolander   

Church Wall Dusting-- Herbers 
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